                       Big Sandy Lake Association board meeting

                                     Log Church - August 12, 2011
Meeting was called to order by President, Jim Krezowski at 8:30 a.m.

Board members present:   John Pilney, Mark Anderson, Dean Anderson, Vern Awes, Janet Hill, Mickey Utech, Bruce Johnson, John Gornick, Bill Reed, Brian Herbranson and Andy Streeter.

Guests:   Ron Smith, Sheriff Turner, Janet Smude

Minutes of the July 8, 2011 meeting, motion made and seconded to approve minutes.Andy Streeter will contact the church office to say we need space for our meeting.

Treasurer Report:   Brian Herbranson stated he has paid $15. for missing key.  There is a bill for $36.56 for printing labels and postage.   It was agreed to pay the $36.56.   There was some discussion on the foundation using our bulk mail permit.   Dean Anderson said if our name is going to be on it we need to have a chance to review it first since they are using our permit for bulk mailing.    Motion was made and seconded to approve treasurers report.

Membership report:    We have 536 members.    Invoices will be sent out in January to 1200. Dean suggested we do big newsletter in May when everyone is around.   Based on a grant we get $4,000 annually and we've been offered $7500 for three years.   The purpose is to educate people,  and we need to get them to look on the web site for more information, besides having our newsletter at the realtors offices, chamber of commerce, licensing places, etc.  We will talk about this more at the next meeting. 

Presidents Report:     Minnesota Waters    -     Jim Krezowski got a call from Chris at Minnesota Waters asking for $300 or $400 more money.    We already paid $300.    We will not be paying additional 300 or 400, as we already have Star Lake.  However, they do some lobbying for us in St. Paul.     

Johnson Development - This is proposed across the road from Zorbaz, where they want to put in a campground on 290 lots.    There is a lot of things they have to go through before this will be going anywhere.   

Kennecot:     A representative will be here the week of August 22, and will meet with Jim Krezowski's son, Mark regarding  mining in northeast Minnesota and Tamarack area, etc.   

The Kids Program:      We give them $2,500, and Shamrock Twp. gives them $3,000 and the Sno-Flyers give them $2500 or $3000. and we think it seems like a lot of money for just 300 kids.      They have kids that don't show up, and a recommendation was made they charge the kids $5.00 for signing up, and then they will be more likely to be there.    The Food has been made and the buses are lined up, and then lot of them don't show up.  

· Janet Smude from Minnesota Soil and Water Conservation Districts says she will help us write a grant and we may get an automatic grant.     We need to be sure and keep track of our time and our mileage on our time sheets.      Dean Anderson is to give bills for newsletters to Janet as she has money to pay them.          Janet briefly discussed  the access off the lake up by Fisherman's.    She had TSA 3 Engineers evaluate the site and they came up with cost figures, of which she handed out a copy to the board members.   This is in Workman Township.   We won't be able to help fund this project.

· The Invasive Species Training will be at the log church on Monday, September 15, 2011 at 6 P.M. and we should all try to attend.     Terry from Brainerd will be coming over to do the training.    Mark Anderson would like to line up Steve McComas to come and speak at our annual meeting.   He is with Blue Water Science in St. Paul. He is a "lake detective" and is very knowledgeable on zebra mussels and their ugly cousins the quagga mussel.

· TMDL  - John Pilney reported.       He took samples and no improvement.   There is more weed growth this year, and the rains we've had have been hard,   Lily pad growth is up.   

· Ron Smith reported they are looking at all township roads, checking blacktop, culverts, etc.     Sometimes buses can't drive on roads that have frost heaving and he reported they are mowing 4 days a week, since we've had so much rain the brush is growing like crazy.    They mow and take care of 53 miles in Shamrock Township.  Because of the added traffic on Fridays, they do not mow that day.

· Labor Day weekend, the speed radar is going to be put up on Bridge Road, in front of Vern Awes place.

· For Wild Rice Days  -  Bruce Johnson will contact Jack Johnson about getting up the booth. Mickey Utech volunteered to help for a few hours. 

· TMDL – John Pilney  reported he took samples and no improvement, more weed growth this year and the rains we’ve had have been hard.   The high waters flush out from the peat bogs, also some comes from the rice patties and the farm fields.

· Jim Krezowski passed around some thank you notes he received, including  several  from the Kids Program.

· We finished putting together the newsletters and got them ready to go in the mail.

· The next meeting will be September 9, at the Log Church and Mickey Utech will bring the treats.

· Motion was made and seconded to adjourn the meeting at 11:45 a.m.  

