BIG SANDY LAKE ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEETING
Big Sand Bar---June 11, 2011

Meet & Greet at 8:30, coffee & rolls were provided

Big Sandy Lake Annual meeting called to order by Vice President John Sturner at 9:00. Board members were introduced,  Karen Trembley,  Bill Reed, John Pilney, Vern Awes, Dean Anderson, Mark Anderson, Bruce Johnson, Brian Herbranson, and Jim Krezowski who is recovering from major spine surgery.  Liaisons Jim Carlson & Jim Knoble.

Brian Herbranson reviewed the annual treasurer’s report; the minutes of 2010 annual meeting were posted. 
Guest, Scott Turner stressed stewardship in the neighborhood…get to know your neighbors, be considerate of your neighbors regarding loud parties, fireworks, barking dogs etc., also, how can we all be better neighbors.
John Sturner highlighted some of the lake associations accomplishments in the past year, a Lake Management Plan was accomplished, John Sturner worked very hard in the past year with Big Sandy Lake becoming a Star Lake, by-laws and Mission Statement was updated by Vern Awes, along with our work regarding invasive species, direct invoicing was introduced this year, the Prairie River will now have a small portion that will be dedicated, slow no wake zone along with many other projects and meetings that board members attend.
Election: Vern Awes will handle the election of officers. Each year there are 5 board member positions open. Brian Herbranson, John Sturner and Jim Krezowski are up for re-election. John Gornick, Janet Hill, Mickey Utech, Dick Valley will be running for a board position. The folks running for a board position gave a brief overview what they would like to do on the board and Big Sandy Lake. 

The floor was opened for nominations: Bob Griefzu nominated Any Streeter seconded by Dean Anderson. 

Saying none….no other nominations….motion made to close nominations and seconded. 

Motion made and seconded to accept 8 nominations. 

Jim Carlson encouraged everyone to come to the Rivers & Lakes Fair next Sat. The Water Institute has been ongoing for 10 years. Jim thanked the association for their support of $2500.00. Jim asked if anyone was interested in volunteering at the water institute so see Jim...
Brian Napstad reported on various road and bridges that have undergone repair. The Army Corp of Engineers will be leaving the Big Sandy Lake water level as it is. 
Brian Napstad reported the amendment for the slow no wake on the Prairie River should be in effect in early July; buoys will be put out where it begins and ends. 

The suspense is over…Brian Herbranson, Jim Krezowski, John Sturner, were re-elected. Janet Hill, Andy Streeter, John Gornick and Mickey Utech were elected to the board. 

Gayleen Touhey spoke on shoreland restoration at her home. Gayleen invited folks to come to her home on July 23rd for a workshop and planting. Lunch and refreshments will be served. 
Dan Guida gave an overview on lake habitat…The Walleye population is up, northern pike was a bit lower, perch may be down and the crappie population is looking good. 

Mark Anderson reported we are working on the invasive species concerns. Mark will be working on getting volunteers at busy accesses on Big Sandy Lake.
Keri Hull who works for the DNR in Brainerd is part of their watercraft inspection program. Keri has offered to conduct a DNR approved training program for volunteers to help monitor our access points. 
A gentleman from the audience reiterated that invasive species has become an epidemic and needs to be dealt with. 

Clean water is our goal!!!
Motion made and seconded to adjourn.

Karen M. Trembley, secretary

Lunch was served.   Put on July agenda, place for 2012 annual meeting and date. 
