
ARTICLE I: NAME 

Section 1. The name shall be Big Sandy Lake Association. 

The Association shall be a non-stock, not-for-profit organization pursuant to the laws governing such organizations by the State of Minnesota and the Internal Revenue Service.
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PURPOSE

A. To promote good lake management organizations and the general welfare of lake property ownership. 

B. To advocate practices that protect and improve water quality. 

C. To inform the membership about issues of importance to the lake and to them as property owners. 

D. To serve as the voice to and for the membership in matters under consideration by federal, state, and local governmental bodies and agencies. 

E. To promote the protection and enhancement of the lake’s fishery. 

F. To seek enforcement of statutes and laws which protect the lake and its watershed. 

G. To promote the welfare of the lake, its watershed, and surrounding area in ways deemed appropriate by the Board of Directors. 

ARTICLE II: MEMBERSHIP

Section 1. Membership shall be open to Big Sandy watershed property owners, businesses,

organizations and individuals who are interested in good management practices which protect the lake. 

Section 2. The annual membership meeting shall be held with date, time and location announced at least thirty (30) days prior to the meeting. Officers shall report on major activities of the past year. The annual budget shall be posted for membership. Resolutions passed by the membership at the annual meeting shall be considered by the Board of Directors at their next scheduled board meeting. 

Section 3. Members shall be entitled to:

1. Voting privileges, at the annual meeting, in Board of Director elections, and on resolutions brought before the membership.    

2.  Access to minutes of all Board of Director meetings and other matters of interest to the membership. 

ARTICLE III: DUES

Section 1. Membership dues will be set by the Board of Directors and will be billed annually. 

ARTICLE IV: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1. The Association will be governed by the Board of Directors, which shall have full power to manage the affairs of the Association to accomplish its purpose.

Section 2. The Board of Directors shall consist of up to fifteen (15) members elected at the annual meeting by the membership. 

Section 3. The Board of Directors shall meet at least every four (4) months at a location convenient to the Directors.

Section 4. Meetings of the Board of Directors shall be open to Association members and anyone interested in the welfare of Big Sandy Lake. Anyone wishing to speak on topics not on the meeting agenda shall contact a Director to secure a place on the agenda. .

Section 5. Nominations and Elections

A. Nominations for Directors shall be received by the nominating committee at least sixty (60) days prior to the annual meeting of the Association. The committee shall submit a ballot including its nominations to the membership at the annual meeting. The committee may nominate one or more candidates for each office to be filled. Additional nominations may be made from the floor at the annual meeting. Qualified candidates must be an individual member or the official designate representative of a group or organization member of the Association.

 B. Directors shall be elected by a plurality vote of the Association members voting. The candidates receiving the most votes shall be declared elected. The fifteen (15) Directors shall come due as follows: Five (5) Directors shall be elected each year, for a term of three (3) years.
C. Each Association membership shall be considered as only one (1) voting membership, regardless of how many other individuals or groups a member may represent. It is incumbent upon each group and organization, which is a member of the Association, to determine on its own how to exercise its single voting privilege.

Section 6. Vacancies

Vacancies for all unexpired terms of the Board shall be filled by the Board of Directors.

Section 7. Compensation 

Directors shall serve without pay, but may be reimbursed, subject to board approval, for expenses incurred while conducting Association business. 

ARTICLE V: OFFICERS

Section 1. Following the annual meeting, the Board of Directors shall meet and elect officers from its own members. The officers shall consist of a President, a Vice President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and other such officers the Board shall determine. 

Section 2. Officers shall be members of the Board of Directors and shall be elected for one (1) year terms. 

Section 3. The President shall preside at all meetings and shall be responsible for the management of the Association's business. The President shall carry out the orders and resolutions of the Board of Directors and shall have the authority to reasonably delegate responsibilities to others.

Section 4. In the absence of the President, the Vice President shall carry out the duties of the President.

Section 5. The Secretary shall maintain the minutes, correspondence and records of the Association.

Section 6. The Treasurer shall collect, keep and disburse the funds of the Association, keep proper books and render a report of the financial status of the Association at each Board of Directors meeting.

Section 7. The President, Secretary and Treasurer shall prepare an annual report to be presented at the annual membership meeting.

ARTICLE VI: STANDING COMMITEES

Section 1. The Board of Directors shall appoint a nominating committee whose responsibility shall be to select Director candidates to be nominated at the annual membership meeting

Section 2. The Board of Directors shall establish other standing committees as deemed necessary. 

Section 3. There shall be an audit committee appointed by the Board of Directors each year to audit the records of the Association. The audit must be completed prior to January 31st each year.  A printed report shall be presented to the membership at or before the annual meeting.

ARTICLE VII. PARLIAMENTARY AUTHORITY

Section 1. Roberts Rules of Order shall generally be used to govern the proceedings of the Association. The President shall appoint a Parliamentarian.

ARTICLE VIII: BY-LAW AMENDMENTS.

Section 1. These By-Laws may be amended at any meeting of the Board of Directors, provided written notice of the proposed change is provided in advance to Directors. A proposed amendment may be changed at the meeting provided it still pertains to the same general topic. 

ARTICLE 1X: QUORUM

Section 1. Eight (8) Directors shall constitute a quorum.

ARTICLE X: RESPONSIBILITY OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 1. For cause, a board member may be removed from the Board of Directors by a majority vote of Directors. 

Section 2. Members of the Board of Directors shall abstain from voting on any issue in which said Board member has a direct conflict of interest financial or otherwise.

ARTICLE XI: FISCAL YEAR

Section 1. The fiscal year of this Association shall run from January 1 through December 31 each year.
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